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No 6 – 16th November 2018

OUR CURRICULUM THEMES THIS TERM
The children are already well into the swing of this term’s learning so here are the
creative curriculum themes that they are studying:
Reception are basing their learning this term around superheroes, which we launched
with a fabulous celebration day and a visit from Spiderman! Our English is based
around the Supertato story, and we are even making our own fruit and veg superheroes!
We are also doing lots of preparation for our nativity, which we are all very excited
about.

In Year 1, our curriculum for the term is ‘Poles apart’. After studying ‘Lost and Found’
by Oliver Jeffers, we have started our penguin project, adopting a penguin from
Whipsnade Zoo. 1C have named their penguin ‘Snowflake’ and 1G have named their
penguin ‘Waddle’! We have created some beautiful penguin artwork using collage and
water colours. In geography, we have been comparing and contrasting the Polar
regions. We have observed the Northern Lights in our classroom and later in the term
we will study the explorer Robert Falcon Scott.

Y2 are studying London now and London then. We have already been looking at the
great fire of London and why and how London burnt down, linking in with lots of
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science on the effective use of materials. In English, we are exploring the effect Samuel
Pepys had and the power of communication. We hope to have a fire engine visit (it was
organised but had to be rescheduled due to an emergency!) As we move on to London
now, we are looking at how London was rebuilt, and will recreate a tube map and do
some work with light photography. It should be an exciting term!

Y3 are studying Africa. We have already created beautiful savannah artwork which are
on display in the classroom, and we are writing non-chronological reports on African
animals. We are going to top the topic off with a safari visit to Woburn and write diaries
based on this when we return!

After our fantastic celebration day with Bugtopia that completed our rainforest topic, Y4
are now studying Hinduism. We are going to be making some fabulous pieces of rangoli
art work, will be learning about the belief structures of the religion, and also looking at
wider culture of India and Nepal before having a celebration day to end the curriculum
theme.

The Year 5 curriculum theme this half term is 'The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe'!
We started it off with a bang, taking the children to Narnia and back in an afternoon to
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introduce them to the beginning of the story. We will be doing a range of art and DT
projects as part of this, such as creating our own wardrobes (if you have any empty
cereal boxes, please do send them in to us!) and exploring a range of animal themed art
through different media, including making oil pastel lions. We will also be conducting
science experiments around ice and water, exploring changes of state and which
materials are best for insulation!

This term, Y6 are really enjoying learning about the Victorians. The children (and Y6
team) loved launching themselves into their Victorian Day by learning the 3Rs, painting
a collage of Queen Victoria and baking the classic Victoria Sponge. Since then, Y6 have
created silhouettes of themselves, using torches to create the shadow, with typical
Victorian lettering which you might have spotted in the classrooms. Additionally, the
children have also enjoyed using their resource e books to research the very different
lives the Victorians had to theirs, and have designed and created their own
presentations on areas that interested them from their hygiene to education. Separate
to our studies on Victorians, Year 6 are also going indoor skydiving to iFly this term
where we will build on our school value of Aspiration by literally reaching for the sky!

CHRISTMAS…..

It may seem a bit of a way off at the moment, but we are already getting excited about
Christmas here at Parklands! We have lots & lots planned, so here is a round- up of
events, so that you have time to plan your diaries accordingly:
Friday 30th November will be a Mufti Day. The PTA plan to raffle off some lovely
Christmas hampers on the last day of school, and they also want to have a chocolate
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tombola at the fete, so they are asking for specific items in exchange for mufti on the
30th:
Reception and Year 1 – please bring in chocolate in exchange for mufti on the 30th.
Y2 -6 - please bring in goodies to build Christmas hampers with in exchange for mufti on
the 30th.

There are 2 nativities going on this year – Reception and Year One! Year One’s nativity
will take place on Monday 3rd December, and Reception’s will take place on Thursday
6th December. Both nativities have two showings – 9.05am and 2.30pm – parents of
those classes can choose whichever one is best for them.
The PTA Christmas Fete will take place at the school on Friday 7th December from 3 –
5pm (feel free to pick up your child from their classroom at 3pm on that day and take
them with you around the fete). They are organising a range of stalls, the chocolate
tombola and some refreshments (tea, juice and mulled wine). The PTA will be sending
further details out about this very soon.

Wednesday 12th December- from 2pm we are opening the school for you to hear the
choir sing some Christmas carols and do some Christmas crafts in your child’s
classroom.

We are having a Year 5/6 production of Scrooge at the school. There will be 3
performances on offer – Thursday 13th December at 6.30pm, Friday 14th December at
2pm, and Monday 17th December at 6.30pm. In order to make sure that our Year 5 and 6
families all get a chance to see the production, this event will be ticketed (no cost –
simply tickets to ensure our numbers stay within our fire limits). Initially, there will
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only be 2 tickets per family, but you can ask to be put on a reserve list if we have any
spare tickets. More details will follow at the end of November/early December.

This year we are joining in Christmas Jumper Day. The children will be able to wear
their Christmas jumper mufti to school on Friday 14th December in exchange for
bringing a small donation for Save the Children.

FLU VACCINATIONS
Just a reminder that children in Reception to Year 5 have the flu vaccinations on
Monday 19th November. Remember that the vaccination does contain a small trace of
pork gelatine which acts as a stabiliser. We just wanted to let you know this, so that you
are fully aware. If you have any other questions, please contact the school office and
we’ll do our best to help.

FOOTBALL

We have started our competition season! This year we will be taking part in a few intraTrust tournaments alongside some of the Northampton Town events. Our PE team are
in the process of fully mapping everything, then I will put them on the website.
We are starting off with a Y5/Y6 Boys’ Football competition against Preston Hedge’s
Primary School here at Parklands on 27th November during the school day, and we will
then go over to Preston Hedge’s in the Spring for an away match. We will then be having
a Y5/6 Girls’ Football – our first match is over at Preston Hedge’s on 4th December.
Unfortunately, we aren’t able to invite parents in to this because of the impossible
logistics required for parents from both schools, however I thought I might pop a few
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videos on Twitter of the match taking place as long as Preston Hedge’s children have the
same permissions. If your child is currently not on twitter, but you would like to give
permission for this single event, please let me know.
Come on, team!!!!

ATTENDANCE
As per our attendance policy, I will shortly be analysing our pupil attendance and late
attendance. This is just a gentle reminder that doors open at 8.45am, and any arrival
after registers close at 8.55am will be considered late. If your child is arriving late for a
number of sessions, I will write to you to invite you in for a meeting so that we can work
together so that your child can get to school on time. If you have any worries or
concerns about getting to school on time, please do get in touch.

TIES
If your child has loaned a tie from us for the day, but forgotten to hand it back at the end
of the day, please would you drop it in to us so that we have a stock to hand out. Many
thanks!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 19th November – Flu vaccinations
Tuesday 20th November – Y6 iFly
Thursday 22nd November – Y3 Woburn Trip
Friday 30th November – Mufti Day
Monday 3rd December –Y1 Nativity 9.05am and 2.30pm
Thursday 6th December – Reception Nativity 9.05am and 2.30pm
Friday 7th December – Xmas Fayre – 3 -5 pm
Wednesday 12th December – Choir & Christmas Crafts from 2 pm
Thursday 13th December – Scrooge Y5/6 performance – 6.30pm
Friday 14th December – Christmas jumper mufti day
Friday 14th December - Scrooge Y5/6 performance – 2pm
Monday 17th December – Scrooge Y5/6 performance – 6.30 pm
THE PRESTON HEDGE’S ACADEMY TRUST

Wednesday 19th December – Break up for Xmas!

Here are a few pictures to leave you with:
Y4 and Reception sharing a book….
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Narnia comes to Parklands…

Reception great outdoors
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